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Yamaha Awards G.R.A.N.T. of $10,000 to the Coalition of Recreational Trail Users (CRTU)
Donation supports CRTU Educational Trailer

The Coalition of Recreational Trail Users (CRTU), made up of representatives from the All-Terrain Vehicle Association of Minnesota (ATVAM), the Amateur Riders Motorcycle Association (ARMCA or District 23 of the AMA), the Minnesota 4Wheel Drive Association (MN4WDA), and the Minnesota United Snowmobile Association (MNUSA), is pleased to announce it has received a Yamaha OHV Access Initiative G.R.A.N.T. in the amount of $10,000.  The grant will be used to improve the educational trailer purchased by CRTU in 2008.  The G.R.A.N.T. was awarded as part of Yamaha’s OHV Access Initiative promoting, safe, responsible riding, and open, sustainable riding areas. 

The Coalition uses the educational trailer to give out club, safety, recreation, and responsible education information for Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) and Snowmobile enthusiasts.  In 2009, the emphasis will be on informing the OHV enthusiast as well as the general public regarding the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MnDNR) Forest Classification Project.  This project was started in 2005 as part of a legislative mandate to review the current classification of each of Minnesota’s State Forests with regards to Off-Highway Vehicle usage.  They will be implementing the plan through the end of this year.  The MnDNR inventoried all of the available routes, both motorized and non-motorized.  They then created a travel management plan for each of the state forests.  Many of the forests were reclassified during this process.  
Dave Kryzer, President of CRTU and the ATVAM representative said, “We are very excited and appreciative of the Grant awarded to us by Yamaha.  This grant will allow us to continue our important mission of getting educational material to the OHV and Snowmobile communities.  Since many of the OHV trail designations have changed, it is important to educate the public to make them aware of the changes and to allow them the opportunity to do the right thing.”

Garth Bergman, CRTU Treasurer and MN4WDA added, “The Coalition is a great example of how the OHV and Snowmobile communities work together for a better future for all of us.  The Yamaha grant will help us get the right messages to the public of how to recreate in a safe and responsible manner, both for ourselves and for our environment.”

“The mission of the OHV Access Initiative is to support organizations, such as CRTU, in their efforts to enhance the OHV experience for everyone,” said Steve Nessl, Yamaha ATV and SxS marketing manager. “The CRTU Educational Trailer is a terrific example of the OHV community working   to benefit  riders and land managers alike.”
The CRTU educational trailer will visit a number of events throughout this year.  The events include: the ATV fair, the ATV parade, Hay Days, the Spring Creek National Motocross, etc.  For information regarding the schedule of the trailer, please see our website at www.rectrailusers.org.  If you have an event in which you would like the trailer to participate, please contact one of the representatives above.    

For more information about Yamaha’s OHV Access Initiative, go to: 

www.yamaha-motor.com/ohvaccess.

About the Coalition of Recreational Trail Users:
CRTU is a non-profit organization made up of the 4 main motorized recreational groups in Minnesota.  Our purpose is:  the promotion of opportunities for all forms of recreational trails, the preservation and conservation of all types of trails, the development of recreational opportunities for all trail users, the education of the general public as to the safe and proper use, values, and health benefits of recreational trails, the conservation and protection of our natural resources and environment, and to advocate for a strong, active, and involved user base.
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